FOOTBALL IN VINCENT’S POCKET
Theoretical framework of the project
Introduction

Football is the most common, popular and public kind of entertainment. It has conquered the world within the 20th century. Every day, it attracts millions of viewers in all, even the most remote, parts of the world. Wojciech J. Bursza, a Polish anthropologist of culture, wrote in a special 2006 Germany World Cup issue of the cultural periodical Czas Kultury: “The success of football results from a combination of two features, namely its universality and locality. It is universal because its rules are clear and allow people to identify with selected, most valued elements of the game. Some will value its finesse, skill and pleasure of playing; others – its hard and fast tactic, persistency and gladiatorship. Football is an indispensable part of the contemporary world; it seems to be omnipresent. On the other hand, it is local in the sense that it lets us identify with club colours or with the national team.” What we seek in football is everything we need and miss in real life. Fulvio Damule claims in a book entitled simply Football that “the charm of football lies in the values which each of us wants to attach to it”. He concludes his argument with significant words: “Football is, in a way, like life.”

Most of the world’s population can see its reflection in football as if in a mirror. Whatever happens on the field and around the field, in the football industry and in football fans’ subcultures, provides an accurate portrait of the contemporary man and society. For art, which always refers to the real life, football can become a source of inspiration. It is not only because the game is so appealing, but also because it is at the core of people’s attitudes, feelings and emotions. For many a man, football is the most important thing in life, the focus of their aspirations and dreams, the solution for everyday problems.

A meeting of the world of football and the world of art is beneficial for both sport and culture. We believe that the image of sport in art helps young supporters understand that physical culture should not be separated from spiritual culture; that sports competition should go hand in hand with basic values such as friendship, tolerance and fair play.


Nowadays sport, and football in particular, is the domain of big business for the mass media and mass culture. However, the above mentioned values must become a priority in shaping the image of sport. Culture ought to promote the idea of fair play in stadiums and support all the beautiful, lasting and humane elements of sport. It should also oppose the negative aspects of commercialised sport: doping, corruption, deception, brutality, aggression, racism, nationalism, etc.

There is a saying that art soothes the savage beast. We do not expect stadium stands to become as quiet as reading rooms in libraries. However, hearts of both players and supporters do need some soothing.
Project objectives
1. Supporting positive relations between sport and culture.
The ancient world perceived physical and spiritual culture as a unity. Kalọs kagathọs was the ancient ideal of a beautiful body and soul. For the sake of this ideal, art competitions were included in the first modern Olympic Games. Poles won several medals in these competitions. For example, the Olympic laurel wreath was awarded to Kazimierz Wierzyński, a record holder in sports poetry, for a volume under the telling title Olympic Laurel. The book depicted champions, giants of the period and great sports emotions. Obviously, football was also present at the starting line. The poem Football match might serve as a motto for our project:
Here is the biggest world Colosseum,
Here is the heart of all craving and life,
Here does the secret meaning and enthusiasm
Unite millions sitting in the stands.
(…)

Show me now where and in which theatres

A million viewers explode with such a shout:

Zamora, flying like a sail on wind,

Sends the ball with one blow over the Atlantic!
The audience goes wild, shouting and applauding,
The circle of stands glows like a halo,
And like with a great longing for the victors’ fame
The stadium throbs with one cheer: go, go, go!

[a fragment of a poem Football match by Kazimierz Wierzyński

of the volume Olympic Laurel, Warsaw 1927, literal translation]
These days, competitive sport is losing touch with the spiritual culture as it is departing from both the ancient and modern ideals. We would like to restore the good relations. The “Football in Vincent’s Pocket” project promotes the positive relations between sport and culture through inspiring the dissemination of the noble ideals of sport by means of art.
2. Drawing attention to the humanistic aspects of sport.
For millions of people, especially young ones, football is one of the most important elements of their lives: it is their passion, love, way of life, and for footballers also their profession and a chance of a rapid advancement up the social ladder. For the participants of the game, both those in the field and those in stands, football plays an important role as a factor forming their social identity, but also as a leisure pursuit and entertainment within the gigantic mass culture industry.
“Football in Vincent’s Pocket” aims to draw people’s attention to values such as sportsmanlike friendship, sportsmanship and noble competition in the spirit of fair play: honesty and respect for one’s rival.
3. Promoting the culture of supporting.
Supporting a local football team or the national team is one of the greatest life passions for a whole host of young people. Beside the positive aspects, supporting raises a number of difficult questions, some of which have turned into serious social issues. Hooliganism at stadiums not only clashes with the ideals of sport, but is also a violation of social rules. That is why the government has taken a strong stance against this phenomenon. While restrictive methods work in the short run, the focus should be on the proper education in this area.
“Football in Vincent’s Pocket” points at the positive aspects of sports supporting: it teaches young people to make the right choices and to choose the right values.
4. 
EURO 2012 will be a chance of a meeting between Poznań inhabitants and foreigners from many different countries. We would like to make all the visitors feel welcome, to share with us the excitement of the game, but also to discover the beauty of our country and enjoy the traditional Polish hospitality. The European Championship is a great opportunity for us to prove with our open attitude that we are members of the European community.

The “Football in Vincent’s Pocket” project advocates openness and hospitality, preparing its participants for the broadly understood role of championship hosts as people who are open, friendly, tolerant, sensitive, cultured, full of understanding and respect for intercultural differences.
5. Promoting healthy and active life.
Competitive sport is meaningful only when its popularity encourages people to play in the fields and pursue a healthy lifestyle.

“Football in Vincent’s Pocket”, by popularizing relationships between physical and spiritual culture, encourages the young to participate actively in both these areas. It promotes proactive and creative attitudes in both arts and sports.
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